
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20th January 2022 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Yesterday, the Prime Minister announced that all Plan B measures will be removed in England, 
with a full return to Plan A by Thursday 27th January. In education and childcare settings, this 
means face coverings are no longer mandatory in classrooms and corridors. 
 
The Department of Education, says ‘this decision comes in response to national infection data 
showing the prevalence of COVID-19 to be on a downward trajectory. Whilst there are some 
groups where cases are likely to continue rising, it is likely that the Omicron wave has now 
peaked nationally. There remains significant pressure on the NHS but hospital admissions 
have stabilised, and the number of patients in Intensive Care Units (ICU) remain low and are 
falling’. 
 
We will continue to wear face masks in our corridors and classrooms until we have completed 
our planned review of our whole school risk assessment on 26th January. If our rates continue 
on their downward trend we will remove facemasks from classrooms for the week beginning 
31st January. However, due to our unique school site with our narrow corridors we will 
continue to wear face masks in corridors. Please do continue to ensure your child comes to 
school with a face mask every day. 
 
Additionally, we are conducting our own track and trace in school and contacting 
parents/carers (where we know that their child has been a close contact with an infectious 
individual) and asking them to complete daily LFD testing.  
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to test regularly and thereby helping to keep our school 
safe. 
 
Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-19 
 
Since Monday 17th January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19  have the option to 
reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device 
(LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they 
test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their 
education or childcare setting immediately on day 6. 
 
 



 

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second 
must be taken the following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.   
 
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they 
get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 
full days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest. 
 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will 
need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. 
 
Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available. 
 
Covid-19 vaccinations for 12 - 15 year olds – second dose Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th 
February 
 
National guidance has changed and Sirona will revisit school to offer the second dose Covid-
19 vaccinations for 12 to 15 year olds. This will be in addition to the routine vaccination 
programmes for HPV, Meningitis ACWY and Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio. 
  
There must be a 12 week interval between first and second doses and students must also 
have had 12 weeks since any positive COVID test to be vaccinated. 
First and second dose Covid-19 vaccination appointments can also be booked at a dedicated 
GP clinic or Vaccination Centre clinic using the online National Booking Service or by calling 
119. Walk-in clinics offering Covid-19 vaccinations for this age group can also be found 
at www.grabajab.net 
  
Y11 applicant to V6 Sixth Form interviews and confirmation of offered places 
 
The Sixth Form team have been enjoying meeting with Y11 applicants to V6 Sixth Form to 
discuss their course choices and ensure students have an opportunity to raise any questions 
and feel supported around the transition to sixth form. Students will be emailed meeting 
times and we aim to complete all meetings by half term. Please note that following successful 
completion of the meeting with us, students will receive verbal confirmation at the end of the 
meeting that they have conditionally secured a place in sixth form with us and 
that conditional offers are subject to students achieving our entry requirements of 5-7 GCSEs 
at Grade 4/5 including English and Maths and any subject specific criteria: please refer to the 
full entry requirements here: https://www.v6bristol.org/1017/entry-requirements.  All 
subject choices will also be conditional to an average GCSE point score analysis and student 
numbers in September 2022. Written confirmation of offers of places will be sent to all 
applicants by the end of April.  
 
Careers Padlet 
 
Please use the link to MHS Careers (padlet.com) for our fantastic new resource which 
students can access for Work Experience opportunities in the summer. This will be updated 
as opportunities come in. Some of the more popular ones will get snapped up quickly, so it’s 
good to start looking now.  If you are able to offer a Work Experience placement to either 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Freport-covid19-result%3Futm_source%3D14%2520January%25202022%2520C19%26utm_medium%3DDaily%2520Email%2520C19%26utm_campaign%3DDfE%2520C19&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Palmer%40montpschool.org%7C77f6bcb9e3224104735108d9d74aed99%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637777539071223493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jGnjpUB7%2Fe9pHSX%2FZv%2BKmcSh33RmJrxQeQYzTydz%2Fhc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fself-isolation-for-those-with-covid-19-can-end-after-five-full-days-following-two-negative-lfd-tests%3Futm_source%3D14%2520January%25202022%2520C19%26utm_medium%3DDaily%2520Email%2520C19%26utm_campaign%3DDfE%2520C19&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Palmer%40montpschool.org%7C77f6bcb9e3224104735108d9d74aed99%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637777539071223493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=x4tAW90Io29ciT9i6FHIPic7OmdDWh00NTbk%2BL3Sfvo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2Fbook-coronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Palmer%40montpschool.org%7Cb132a0985d434e21165b08d9da8cd6d7%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637781120694345551%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=avxeEUJ1Sx4uJH9O3iRZNJ2bvGVrz9Dq1YpMd3V1Ieg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.grabajab.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Palmer%40montpschool.org%7Cb132a0985d434e21165b08d9da8cd6d7%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637781120694345551%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=UmbNX9C7ln80BM9w%2Fu2gBL%2BXi6h5ae2XC0NqasDCDpk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.v6bristol.org%2F1017%2Fentry-requirements&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Palmer%40montpschool.org%7Cfea88b6a51c74fccc90408d9dbf831d5%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637782681284543191%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v8g79ee4TRkszOX%2BLw6vJ76wmd3ECU3YxNHgkANY%2F8s%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpadlet.com%2Fceridonovan%2Frebqq722wvut8qnx&data=04%7C01%7CLouise.Palmer%40montpschool.org%7Caa05d6d794994a91d5b908d9db21bb99%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637781760184735571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zxtlFKZoejk5W1Geh5jHS8%2B%2BUB%2BJf21oe1ha9UHxBuc%3D&reserved=0


 

Year 10 or Year 12 from 11th-15th July 2022 then do let us know by emailing our Careers Lead, 
Ms Donovan (ceri.donovan@montpschool.org) 
 

Winterlude Performance 
 
We are delighted to be able to share here the link to view the Winterlude Performance held 
last term. We are exceptionally proud of the talent and community our music department 
develops through their wide range of opportunities for students from beginners to advanced 
musicians. 
 
Closure of Station Road entrance in the mornings 
 
Due to the change in train times we now have very few students choosing to use the Station 
Road entrance to school. To support reduced staffing levels we are asking all students to use 
the main entrance until further notice. If this change causes your child difficulties, please 
contact their tutor in the first instance. We will continue to open Station Road as an exit at 
the end of every day. We will review how this is working before deciding if there is enough 
demand to reintroduce when staffing levels make this possible. 
 
CoMMinS 

 
As you know, our school has supported an important public health research study of how 
Covid-19 spreads in schools (CoMMinS). Pupils and staff have given saliva samples, which 
were tested for current and previous Covid-19 infection in University of Bristol laboratories. 
    
The study team is still inviting families to take part in further research to work out how 
infection spreads within the household, which is where most people have most of their close 
contact with others. If you or anyone you live with has a confirmed positive Covid-19 test (any 
type of test) within the last 5 days, you might be able to help with this study. If you would like 
to help, the study team will invite you, and members of your household and close contacts, 
to give non-invasive saliva samples twice a week, at home, for four weeks. The study team 
will deliver free test kits to your doorstep, give you instructions on how to do it, collect your 
samples and get them tested in the lab. They will also invite you to fill in a short questionnaire. 
As a thank you for your time and contribution to the research, the study team will send you 
a small gift of shopping vouchers.  
  
You can hear Professor Caroline Relton, from Bristol University, explaining the research in this 
short video:  COVID-19 Mapping and Mitigation in Schools (CoMMinS) Household Study - 
YouTube 
 
Unlike other Covid-19 tests, the saliva tests are not invasive, don’t involve putting swabs into 
the throat or nose, and there’s no discomfort involved. The saliva test is very accurate, and 
has nothing to do with vaccines. You can find out more about this test by watching this short 
video: 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EK5lpoLTfB0&t 
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Households can take part in this study whether they have had a Covid-19 vaccination or not. 
The study hopes to help understand how Covid-19 spreads and what can be done to stop it. 
If you are interested in finding out more, please email the study team: commins-
household@bristol.ac.uk 
 
Internet Safety – internetmatters.org 

 

Please find attached here information, advice and support to keep children safe online. From 

age-specific online safety checklists to guides on how to set parental controls on a range of 

devices, you’ll find a host of practical tips to help children get the most out of their digital 

world. 

 
Home-Start Bristol is recruiting volunteers – can you help? 
 
Home-Start Bristol is a local charity that supports families in need who have at least one child 
under the age of five. Their success depends on constantly recruiting and training new 
volunteers and their next training course begins in March in Patchway. 

Volunteering can be a very fulfilling experience, Home-Start volunteers report a significant 
impact on their life skills, self-esteem and employment prospects. It is also very rewarding to 
see families who have been struggling develop strategies to cope with difficult situations. 
Home-Start hope that this opportunity may be of interest to some of our parents and carers. 

Further details about Home-Start Bristol can be found on the website: 
www.homestartbristol.org.uk 
 

Very best wishes 

 

 

Kerry McCullagh 

Principal 
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