
Termly Newsletter

Issue 1 - December 2022 

all students - all backgrounds - all succeeding 

There is always something wonderful happening at school.  

In this issue you will see featured good news from around 

school, celebration of our wonderful students’ work and 

results from our sports teams recent fixtures. 

To keep up to date in between reading our termly 

newsletter, please be sure to check our school 

news pages on the website and to follow us on 

Twitter! 
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Enrichment & Extra Curricular Clubs 

Dates for your Diary 

Every Wednesday afternoon all students 

from Year 7 to Year 13 take part in a 

wide range of engaging enrichment 

activities.  
 

 Our students are able to select their own 

enrichments from around 40 different choices, 

enabling them to develop their own curriculum.  

 We also encourage our students to take part 

in the extra-curricular interests either during 

lunch time or after school across the two-week 

timetable. 

For information about our current offering of 

enrichment, extra-curricular activities and 

after school clubs please click here. 

https://www.montpschool.org/767/enrichment 

 

Pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter feature articles 

produced by students about the enrichment 

clubs available to all as part of the weekly 

activities on offer. 
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Drawing Club by Freya & Sydney 

Drawing Club is a fun 

and relaxing 

enrichment where each 

week students practise 

a variety of different 

skills to create new art. 

   

 Despite sticking to traditional art, it is a fun 

and relaxing club that is recommended by those 

taking it.  

 Many students told us their enrichment 

requires skills such as observation and 

perseverance, and, despite sometimes finding it 

difficult, they still manage to enjoy it with the help of 

their friends. Some students said it embraces 

different styles of art and helps them understand 

realism. Some techniques covered include shading 

and sketching.     

 Many people within the enrichment aspire to 

take career paths involving art, including children’s 

book illustration, teaching and art as professional 

career. Even those who don’t lean towards a career 

in art still find it an enjoyable enrichment and truly a 

10/10 experience.   

 

 

 

Would they recommend?   

 

 Several students agreed that they would 

100% recommend this as a 10/10 experience 

despite only doing it for a short period of time, 

showing how fun drawing club can really be.  Ms. 

Springham has contributed to the development of 

students’ artwork by giving them tips and advice 

when needed.   

 Some students said that as they enjoy 

reading, they thought art would be a good switch-

up allowing them to draw things to express their 

talents and interests and using the skills they 

picked up in drawing club.    

  

 We have concluded, drawing club is a cool 

enrichment that is very popular, highly enjoyed and 

suitable for all key stages.  

Board Games Enrichment by Lena & Leila 

“I love art 
because it 
always has 
a deeper 
meaning.”   

“Board games develop many 

different skills including problem 

solving; a key skill to have in life.” 

Enrichment Leader, Miss Adams-

Foot  

We went to Room 12 to visit Miss Adams-Foot and 

interview the members of Board Games 

enrichment.  
 

 We asked a variety of questions and the 

answers we received were mixed yet still positive. 

Students said that they enjoy the enrichment 

because it allowed them spend time with friends 

playing games such as Uno, Dobble and Hangman. 

They also enjoyed meeting new people. 

 Some suggested improvements by members 

of the club included increasing the variety of fun and 

exciting games 

available that more 

people can play 

together at once. 

 Overall, students 

found board games 

enrichment to be a very entertaining and, though 

sometimes noisy, a fun and exciting enrichment that 

the students who took part enjoyed.  

 

 
“I like how board games enrichment 
allows me to play games with my 
friends that I wouldn't usually play 
with!” Zofia, Year 8 
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Origami Club by Khushi 

Origami Enrichment is 

where students discovering 

the art of origami and learn 

about the different things 

that can be created from 

paper folding.  

 When interviewed, 

students were keen to 

share their feedback and 

we recorded how they felt 

over a number of sessions.   

 Many students said 

that they enjoyed the 

enrichment and would choose it again, and some 

said it was not for them as they found it boring and 

was not something they would pick for an 

enrichment activity again. 

 We interviewed Mr Walker and asked him 

what he enjoys about this enrichment.  

 

 Mr Walker felt that students try hard, and he 

thought having pre-cut paper might make this 

enrichment a lot easier. He likes using coloured 

paper to make his favourite origami stars look 

more expensive.  

 

He rated this enrichment 3π/10 (9.2/10) 

Chemistry Club by Aroosa 

Aroosa, Jannah and Khushi went to Dolphin Block to 

visit the Chemistry Club to interview club members 

and their teacher to see what they have been doing 

recently—tea making! (and to taste some of their 

tea).  

  

 Before interviewing, the club gave us the 

chance to do our own tea tasting and laid out 

several cups of tea for us to choose our favourite. 

The tea was made well, and everyone seemed to be 

enjoying themselves!  

 

What did they say about it? 

 

We interviewed Fiza in Year 9 who revealed that a 

majority of the young chemists initially joined to be 

with their friends but since stated that they would 

definitely recommend the club to others. Ms 

Siddique, who chose to teach the club as she 

thought it was fun, had many positive things to say 

about the enrichment and it was overall given an 

average rating of 7.5/10 by its members.  

“I enjoy building complicated and 

intricate little things” - Mr Walker 

World Music Club by Jannah 

World Music Club is about music and culture 

from around the globe. The students learned about 

the social context of a variety of musical styles. 

 

 Once we entered the 

classroom it was obvious this 

was a very well-liked 

enrichment. Everyone was 

enjoying themselves as they 

listened to their own music, 

with some discussing it quietly 

with their friends.  

Overall, it was clear that no student viewed this 

enrichment negatively, and we confirmed this by 

asking them some questions.  

  

 The majority of the musicians were very 

happy with the enrichment and would 

100% recommend this to others who enjoy music or 

learning about new things! The ratings for this club 

were sky high, with students rating as far as 20/10 

and 100/10, and we could tell this was no 

exaggeration! 
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Netball Match Scores by Freya & Sydney 

On the 3rd November, Montpelier 

High School played in a netball 

tournament against other local 

schools.  
 

 The match against Bristol 

Brunel Academy concluded with a 

great win for our school – the scores 

coming in at 3-2 to MHS. Bristol 

Cathedral was an easy match with 

MHS victorious, winning 4-2, and, 

after making it through the finals, we 

won in our group against City 

Academy with smiles on the team’s 

faces after winning by 4 goals! 
 

 Despite the earlier successes 

we did later lose to RGS though 

overall, and out of all seven 

competing schools, we won! 
 

The school sends the team a huge 

congratulations and we can’t wait 

to support the team in future 

matches. 

Remembrance Day 

All members of the MHS & V6 community marked Remembrance Day on 11th November and 

participated in a two-minute silence. 

Remembrance aims to honour those who serve to defend our democratic freedoms and way of life.  

This can include remembering: 

 The sacrifice of the Armed Forces community from Britain and the Commonwealth 

 Paying tribute to the special contribution of families and of the emergency services 

 Acknowledging innocent civilians who have lost their lives in conflict and due to acts of terrorism 

 Thinking of those who have suffered physical or mental illnesses because of their sacrifices in war 

Following the reflective silence, students had an 

opportunity to take part in class discussions about 

remembrance using British Army resources.  

Language Scholars 

Well done to the new Y8 Languages Scholars, as 

nominated by their teachers.  

 The students will have leadership 

opportunities within the faculty as well as chances 

to deliver teaching to primary school students 

within the family of VT schools. The languages 

team are looking forward to working with the 

scholars in the coming months. 

French  

 

Josie 

Betty  

Sophie   

Evie  

Khadija   

Ola   

Sara  

Gabriela   

Lila  

Hebe  

Aleksandra 

Chloe  

Spanish 

 

Vanna  

Sasha  

Lily  

Amelie  

Noreen  

Aditi  

Sasha 

Well done also to the Y10 Language Scholars Maisie, Neve, Giselle, 
Anastasia and Ayana who have been to the Dolphin School to teach French 
and Spanish to primary children this term. 
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Junior Bouldering Squad 

Year 8 students Lily, Lila and Tilly have recently 

represented MHS in the School’s South West 

Bouldering League. 
 

 Bouldering is a branch of rock climbing, 

performed at low level and above crash mats. As 

there is no technical safety equipment involved, no 

previous bouldering experience is required in order 

to compete. 

 The league consists of four 1.5hr rounds with 

20 blocs (climbs) in each round. Following the first 

round, the MHS team finished in third position 

behind Redmaids and Trinity Academy. 

 Lily said “We did some warmup climbs before 
moving on to the harder climbs, using some great 
team spirit to motivate each other. We then made 
sure we had attempted all the climbs before heading 
home.” 

Carol Service at Clifton Cathedral 

All members of the MHS and V6 community came together on 

Thursday 8th December for the school’s seasonal carol service 

at Clifton Cathedral.  

 As well as traditional hymns we heard music performed by 

the Year 7 Choir, Chamber Choir, Pop Choir and readings from 

students.  

 A collection was made raising funds for local organisation 

Aidbox Community who provide support, supplies and 

sanctuary to refugees and asylum seekers. 

 This was an evening filled with celebration and cheer, and 

we were thoroughly delighted to return to Clifton for this 

evening, having been unable to hold a carol service in-person 

for the last two years. 
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TDT—Tackling Diversity in Teaching 
Nada in Year 9, explains what TDT is and what they do. 

 In May 2022, Adama, Cymora, Danitor & Sasha-Kay 
met with Ms Bray during enrichment and formed TDT 
(Tackling Diversity In Teaching). 

 As a group of girls of colour, we noticed that there 
was not enough diversity in teaching across the UK. Our 
work began with looking at research into how 
many teachers of colour there are nationally and has grown 
since then.  

 We have a weekly agenda to plan our sessions, and 
we have been very busy. Our group has visited many other 
local schools giving presentations on our work including 
visits to Cotham, BBA and City Academy. This has meant 
lots of public speaking practice and giving up lots of our 
own time. We have since introduced 3 new members - 
Alexia, Ayesha & Nada. 

 We have been fortunate to meet many inspirational 
people who have spoken to us about their experiences. We 
recently attended the St Paul's Carnival fundraising dinner, 
which was enjoyable because we met many 
new people and potential collaborators there. We were in 
the vicinity of many notable local individuals including 
Councillor Asher Craig, Levi Roots, Edson Burton and the 
family of Roy Hackett.  As a token of appreciation from Levi 
Roots, we received certificates from him acknowledging the 
work we had done.   

 We were recorded by the University of Bristol course 
leader Carmen, in a video to be shown to university 
students, talking about experience, learning, take-homes 
like how different figures can be incorporated, considering 
microaggressions and actions and how educators speak 
towards students.  

 We are now preparing to soon talk to trainee English 
teachers at University Of Bristol in their lecture hall on how 
to handle racial language in texts, advancing the English 
curriculum to make it more diverse and urging educators to 
engage pupils in those uncomfortable discussions on race, 
culture and religion.  This will be a great experience for all of 
us and an opportunity to give helpful advice to trainee 
teachers, hopefully making future students more 
comfortable and safer at school. 
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Food and Nutrition 

Year 10 Food Practical Work 
 

These students are constantly wowing Mrs Sacker 

with their enthusiasm and commitment to practical 

lessons. 

 

Mia - Choux pastry practical - Outstanding 

presentation and excellent attention to detail 

 

Jumanah - Homemade brioche burgers with homemade 

mayonnaise. A deliciously presented, well balanced meal- fantastic 

outcomes. 

 

Lily - Vegetable quiche with salad and a balsamic dressing. Good 

quality ingredients and a great bake. Wonderfully presented! 

Year 7 International Salad Project 
 

These students impressed with their planning, 

creativity and food preparation skills for this 

project.  

 

Students worked independently to design their 

own salad inspired by a country of their choice.  

 

Amazing outcomes and great time 

management skills! 

 

Design Technology 

Year 9 are currently making African Printed 
Pouches. Students have shown their research 
in the form of a mind map, sample making and 
4 final designs for their Block print. 

Year 10 are completing a practice non-
examined assessment project to prepare them 
for their coursework next year. They have 
demonstrated their Initial thoughts, analysis and 
ten initial designs based on the brief,  which was 
"Design a children's toy 
to help aid visual 
learning". 
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Mathematics 

Atlas in Year 13 achieved a Merit in the 
Senior Kangaroo Maths Challenge. 

This is an epic achievement and the 
school is incredibly proud of them. Well 
done! 

Some Year 9 students have worked on a mathematical investigation into consecutive numbers from NRich.  

Aroosa's solution to: The sum of the first three consecutive 
numbers is 10 more than the fourth. What are the four 
numbers? 

And Sophia's solution to: Explore a+b+c-d. 

Here is Thea's solution to: Find four 

consecutive numbers that sum to -38. 

From Y10, here is a beautiful example of feedforward from 
Phoebe in Y10 who has used Sparx to consolidate her 
knowledge and the Parallel Project  to challenge herself and 
explore Mathematics from different perspectives. 
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English 

Year 9 English students spent some time rewriting 

some poetry as part of the weekly ‘Fantastic Female 

Friday’. 

Languages 

Year 11 had a great day out with their classmates on Wednesday 
7th December as a reward for a great first term of 2022-23. 

 Students had a day in Bath where they explored the festive 
markets and enjoyed some activity ice skating at Bath on Ice in 
Royal Victoria Park.  

 Mrs Denning, Hear of Year 11, said: “This was a great time 
for both staff and students, and was a lovely way to finish off the 
year.” 

Year 11 Reward Trip 

Entitled ‘The Lights of’, this work is 

influenced by and is a reworking 

of poetry by Kate Tempest.   

Odd Socks Day & Christmas Jumper Day 

Following Odd Socks Day and Christmas 
Jumper Day this term, our generous 
community have raised a total sum of 
£170 for Save The Children. 

 

In French, our Year 7 classes have been making some Happy 
New Year cards to send to Year 7 pupils in Normandy. 
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School Catering and Free School Meals 

The food children eat at school plays an important role in their wellbeing, and eating a well-balanced 

diet maintains and improves their health but will also set them on the right track for later life.  

We are proud to partner with Aspens to provide meals that are prepared every day using quality, fresh and 

seasonal ingredients that are responsibly sourced. 

On our website you will find information about our school catering, prices and the 

menus for the forthcoming term. 

 

We encourage parents/carers to check their eligibility for Free School 

Meals (FSM). We also assure parents that all matters regarding the use 

of this fund are treated with discretion and in confidence.   

If you believe you are eligible for Free School Meals we would strongly 

recommend that you apply as this will bring extra funding to the school, 

which will in turn benefit your child. You can apply for FSM using this link: 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/free-school-meals.   

If you need any support in completing this form please do not hesitate in 

contacting your child’s Head of Year. 

About Aspens 

Aspens Catering Menus 

Dates for your Diary 

SPRING TERM (2023) 

Tuesday 3rd January INSET 4 

Wednesday 4th January INSET 5  

Thursday 5th January Term begins at 8:35am 

Thursday 5th Jan - Wednesday 11th Jan Year 13 Mock Exams  

Wednesday 11th January Friends of MHS meeting, 7:15—9pm 

Thursday 5th January Term begins at 8:35 am  

Friday 13th January Y7—9 Nasal Flu Vaccinations  

Monday 13th - Friday 17th Feb Half Term  

Wed 22 February Year 8 HPV Vaccinations  

Friday 31st March End of Term  
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Vacancies 

Montpelier High School and V6 Sixth Form are part of Venturers Trust.  

The Trust is responsible for eight academies, 3,500 pupils and 750 staff with a commitment to making a 

significant and lifelong difference to the lives of young people from some of Bristol’s most disadvantaged 

communities.  

Please visit our websites by clicking the logos below to view any current job vacancies at MHS & V6, as well 

as across the Venturers Trust family of schools. 

 

 

Ofsted Parent View 

Keep in touch 

Ofsted Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted 

what you think of our school and to help us improve.  

Surveys can be completed at any time by anyone with 

parental responsibility for a child at our school.  

Parents are asked how strongly they agree or disagree with a series of statements and questions on areas 

such as how happy your child is at school and whether they are well supported. 

https://tinyurl.com/mhsofstedparentview 

Please let us know if you have changed your email address, postal address or telephone 

number. You can do this by sending an email to mhs-info@montpschool.org 

Contacts for other key school staff can be found in the KEY CONTACTS page on the MHS 

website. 

Lost Property 

A reminder for parents and carers that all equipment, uniform and PE kit needs 

to be clearly labelled with your child’s full name so that items can be returned. 

Lost property is held at our pupil reception. Please report any lost property to 

mhs-info@montpschool.org 

Medication 

If your child has any medical conditions or takes any medication please ensure that you 

notify the school of this by emailing mhs-info@montpschool.org 
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