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Today’s talk:

▪ What does university life look like?

–Choosing the right course / uni for you

–Clubs and societies 

–Student inclusion & support

▪ Student finance and bursaries

–Tuition fees Vs. Cost of living



What is university?

Higher 

education 

(degree)

You have 

to pay to 

attend

Usually 3 

years (can 

be longer!)

Choose what 

you study
Normally 

after you 

turn 18

Choose

where

you goProfessional

qualification



What are the benefits of 
university?

▪ Transferable skills

▪ Specialist knowledge

▪ Voluntary experience

▪ Sports clubs and societies

▪ Study and work abroad

▪ Work experience and 
placements



Source: Business, Innovation and Skills Graduate Labour Market Stats 

April 2016

Earn more 
money

Career 
prospects

University graduates have a better chance of 

getting a job than non-graduates

87.1% of graduates in employment compared to 

69.8% non-graduates

University graduates are likely to earn more 

money than non-graduates

The median salary of working age population is 

£31,500 for graduates, £22,000 for non-

graduates



Earn more 
money

Career 
prospects

The University of Bristol is the 4th most targeted 

university by the top 100 UK employers (2020) 

and is ranked 9th in the UK for graduate 

employability (2020)

Graduates of the University of Bristol are among 

the highest paid in the country three years after 

graduating (2017). The University of Bristol ranks 

fifth nationally in terms of three-year graduate 

salaries.

Source: The Graduate Market 2020, QS Graduate Employability Ranking 2020, Department of 

Education 2017



Students need to make 
decisions on…

• What course they want to 
study

• Where they want to study 
it

This is a very personal 
decision!



What can you study?

• A subject you’ve studied 
before – e.g. English 
Literature, Geography, 
Maths…

• A subject you haven’t studied 
before – e.g. Engineering, 
Medicine, Economics…

• A subject you might not have 
heard of – e.g. Ethical 
Hacking, Contemporary Circus 
and Physical Theatre, Surf 
Science and Technology…



What do you need to 
consider?

• Which subjects interest 
you?

• Practical or theoretical?

• Broad or specialist?

• Single or combined 
honours?

• Any future career plans?

71% of 

graduate jobs 

don’t ask for a 

specific degree 

subject
(Source: The AGR Annual Survey 

2015)



You might want to 
research graduate 

earnings and specific 
career prospects



The UCAS website is a great place to start

There are over 40,000 undergraduate 
courses at over 150 universities in the UK



RESEARCH!

So you’ve chosen your course, but where do you want to go?



Choosing a university

• League table position? 
Russell Group?

• City centre or campus-
based?

• Distance from home?

• Research Output (REF) vs 
Teaching Quality (TEF)

• Social Life

• Size

• Cost

Personal 

preference – the 

‘feel’ of the 

university – is very 

important. Find out 

more about your 

choices by 

attending events 

(virtual and 

physical if possible) 

and speaking to 

current students.



Doing your research

• UCAS website and events

• Prospectuses

• University websites

• Open days

• Virtual events

• League tables

• University experiences

• Key Information Sets –
discoveruni.gov.uk



You might want to 
research graduate 

earnings by 
university



Facilities

• Accommodation: Catered 
or self-catered? En-suite 
or shared bathroom? 
Alcohol free?

• Students’ Union

• Societies – Bristol has 
nearly 400!

• Library and digital learning

• Course facilities

• Sports 

What facilities and 

resources do you 

want to use for 

your studies? What 

facilities interest 

you on a social and 

extra-curricular 

level?



Teaching Resources at the 
University of Bristol
▪ 9 libraries across faculties with 

Library Navigation Advice

▪ 6 study centres with private 
pods, conference rooms, and 
social spaces

▪ Teaching labs with state of the 
art facilities

▪ Further support includes Study 
Skills Advice, Financial 
Services, IT Services and more



Support Services at the 
University of Bristol

▪ Student Health Service

▪ Student Counselling

▪ Bristol SU

▪ Student Funding Office

▪ Multifaith Chaplaincy

▪ Disability Support

▪ Careers Service

Universities offer a 

range of support 

services to help you 

during your studies. 

Researching what 

universities have to 

offer before you apply 

can help you decide 

where you will feel most 

at home.



Be More Empowered 
(BME) for Success 
programme

In 2019, we launched the BME Success 
programme:

Training and employing BAME students 
as advocates to work with the wider 
university to understand the challenges 
faced by BAME students. 

They have three areas of focus: 
reviewing, belonging and events.



Student Finance



You can get a 

loan from the 

government 

to cover the 

full costs of 

tuition

TRUE

True or false?

Quickfire finance
mythbusting



You 

absolutely 

have to pay 

all of that 

loan back

FALSE

True or false?

Quickfire finance
mythbusting



You can 

apply for a 

loan from the 

government 

to help 

support your 

living costs

TRUE

True or false?

Quickfire finance
mythbusting



Government 

loans are the 

only source 

of funding 

available for 

students 

FALSE

True or false?

Quickfire finance
mythbusting



How do you pay for university?

▪ Most students get a loan from Student 

Finance to cover their tuition fees 

(currently £9,250 pa) and cost of living.

▪ Bursaries and scholarships (plus student 

hardship funds).



Paying back your loans

▪ As of 2022/23, you start paying back your 

loan when you are earning more than 

£25,000 (salary threshold fixed until 2025).

▪ You pay back 9% of any income above this. 

If your salary drops below, your repayments 

stop. 

▪ All loans wiped after 40 years.



Living Costs
▪ Government loans for living costs 

(accommodation, bills, groceries, recreation) are 

also available to Home UK students.

▪ All Home UK students are eligible to apply for a 

minimum amount without having to provide 

evidence of your household income.

▪ You may be eligible for higher amounts based 

on your annual household income.



Bursaries & Scholarships

▪ Every fee-charging university must offer bursaries

– Every university is different: check their 

fees/funding pages 

▪ Most universities also offer various scholarships for 

sports, music or academic excellence 

▪ These are yours to keep - no repayments! 

Check out www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk for 

different types of support 

http://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/


Scholarships & Bursaries

UoB Bursaries:

…some funded by the University, 
others by external partners

…some based on financial need 
and others based on academic or 
extra-curricular ability

…some based on subject and 
others have no association with a 
particular subject.



What are the benefits of going to uni?

• Study 
something 
you really 
enjoy

• Learn from 
the experts

• Develop 
critical 
thinking and 
analysis 

Academic 
Benefits 

• 330+ 
Societies, 
Sports 
Clubs and 
Support 
Networks

•Independence 

Social 
Benefits 

• Gain 
transferable 
Skills 

• Increased 
job and 
salary 
prospects 

Careers/ 
Financial 



Thank you! 
Any questions?



Keep in touch with 

The University of 

Bristol

&

Help us better 

understand the 

students that we 

work with


