24 April 2020

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 11 and Year 11 students
We hope that you and your families are well and you had a good break over Easter. It has been a very challenging
time we know for all and we have been extremely impressed by the resilience and positivity shown in the
conversations we have been having with both students and parents over this period. I’m writing to you to detail
the actions we have in place to support Year 11 students as they prepare for their next destinations.
Students should read the table below to identify what their situation is, the next steps they need to take and the
support available.

Y11 situation

Next steps to take

Support available

I am confident that I am
likely to achieve my GCSEs
needed to attain entry to
my post-16 destination
(e.g. V6 sixth form or other
sixth form
provider/apprenticeship)

Prepare for your post-16
courses/apprenticeship.
If applying to V6 Sixth Form see the
advice in the box on the right.
If you are applying to an alternative post16 provider, please contact them to find
out if they are providing materials you
can use to prepare for your courses, or
you could use the resources on the V6
website above but be aware that
different providers may have different
exam boards for subjects.
If applying for an
apprenticeship/employment, contact the
provider to gain advice on how to
prepare
Check the entry requirements needed for
your course choices. V6 sixth form entry
requirements can be found at this link:
V6 Entry requirements
If applying to another provider check
their website for details or contact them
if unsure.
Identify which subjects you are
concerned about.
Continue to prepare for the possibility
that if you do not attain the entry
requirements needed you need an
alternative destination plan and
investigate alternative options: e.g.
different sixth form providers/alternative
courses or apprenticeships (see the
advice in the box below for support with
this).
Prepare for the possibility that if you are
not happy with your GCSE results in the
summer you may wish to be entered for
the Autumn examination series and

If you are applying to V6 Sixth Form, we have created
preparation materials for all your subjects.
These can be found via this link on the V6 area of our
website with details of how to use these materials to
make sure you are well prepared for your courses:
Y12 course preparation materials
These are not mandatory to complete but we
thoroughly advise completion to ensure you are well
prepared.

I am concerned that I might
not achieve my GCSEs
needed to attain entry to
my post-16 destination
(e.g. V6 sixth form or other
sixth form
provider/apprenticeship)

Contact your subject teachers for advice if needed
around how to revise to prepare for possible entry to
an Autumn examination series, but please note that
following Ofqual guidance, teachers are ‘not allowed
to share provisional grades, nor rank orders with
students, or parents and carers to protect the
integrity of the teachers’ judgements, and to avoid
teachers, Heads of Department or Heads of Centre
feeling under pressure to submit a grade that is not
supported by the evidence’.
This means that whilst teachers are very happy to
generally discuss student’s individual situations and
can provide guidance around preparation for
destinations/next steps the information above cannot
be directly shared with student/parents/carers and we
thank you for respecting this.
Contact your tutor if you need advice about
destination choices or Mrs McClean if you need advice
specific to V6 Sixth form applications or wish to
change your V6 course choices.

continue preparing for subjects you think
this may be the case.
Y11 situation
I don’t know what my post16 destination is or am
having doubts whether I
have made the right choice
and/or I need an
alternative plan if I don’t
make the entry
requirements for my
chosen destination.

Next steps to take
Research the post-16 destinations which
are open to you and ensure you have
made applications that match your
career ambitions and your likely GCSE
results.
You can make applications if you haven’t
done so already to as many providers as
you like (you can still make late
applications if past the application date),
and can make applications to both sixth
forms/colleges as well as also applying
for apprenticeships, so if you are unsure
it’s best to have applied for a range of
options.

Support available
Read the guidance here in the Bristol Post-16 directory
for general advice about destination choices.
Visit Career Pilot website and/or National Careers
Service website to find out what career you would like
to develop and what choices you should make to get
there. The National Careers Service website also
includes the option of contacting free careers advisors.
Use the Amazing Apprenticeships website for more
information about apprenticeships and the
Government apprenticeship information and
application website to apply for more information and
to apply for apprenticeships.
Contact your tutor for general advice about
destinations/whether they match your likely GCSE
results, and your subject teachers for subject specific
guidance.
Contact Mrs Donovan as careers specialist advisor if
you need more specific careers advice.
Contact Mrs McClean if you need advice specific to V6
Sixth form applications or wish to change your V6
course choices.

I hope that you find the advice here useful. If you have any other general queries regarding Year 11 progression
please contact student’s relevant Year 11 tutor in the first instance, or contact us at info@v6.org for any general
enquiries relating to our sixth form provision.
Yours sincerely

Mrs McClean
Assistant Principal Head of Sixth Form

